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Key characteristics 
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| City in Germany, North-Rhine-Westfalia
| Essen is part of the conurbation  Ruhr 

metropolis with 5.1 million inhabitants
| Essen: 590.000 inhabitants
| 210 km2
| 46 % settlement and traffic area
| 54 % shares of open space
| 150 years transformation process

from a coal and steel town to a modern green 
residential and commercial city 
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Urban development by reusing land
with green and blue infrastructure
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| New park and lake in the Krupp-Belt

| Redevelopment of a freight terminal

| Urban revitalization: Construction 
of a lake and bicycle trail
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Conversion of the Emscher System 
- a century project lasting until 2020

In the past Today



Essen.New ways to the water: networking 
of urban open spaces
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Accessibility of the green path network within 500 m 
distance for each inhabitant of the city



   A regional highway for bikes 
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Radschnellweg Ruhr - a highway for bikes will interlink a region



Bottom Up Approach: Urban Gardening
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| "Picking allowed" instead of "no trespassing" 
| Four community gardens in Essen, more being planned
| Sustainable growth of vegetables fruits and more
| Unites people from different backgrounds
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