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Malaga Bird List

The status of the species is mainly based on the criteria used by the Rarities Committee
of the Spanish Ornithological Society (SEO/BirdLife), although in some cases | based
the status of the species in the province of Malaga on all available records. Because
taxonomy is not a static science, more than one standard is available. In this map, the
author has followed his own preferences, which are mainly based on Gill & Donsker (I0C
World Bird List, v 5.4,2015); the same list has been used for English bird names.

Resident: Species which live in Malaga all year round and can be seen at any time.
Lower case letters indicate that the species is scarce.

Wintering: The arrival of winter brings species from the north to spend the cold
months in Malaga. Lower case indicates a scarce species.

Summer visitors: Species breeding in Malaga, arriving in spring but overwintering

in Africa. Lower case indicates a scarce species. If the species is flagged with an *
the species does not breed in Mélaga province, despite being observed in this
area during the breeding period.

B -

Migrating birds: Species that can be seen during pre- and post-breeding
migration. Lower case letters indicate that few of these birds migrate.

Dispersive species: Species that breed in the Iberian Peninsula but not in the

province. Some individuals can reach Malaga province during their dispersive
movements (e.g., the Spanish Imperial Eagle, Great Bustard, or the Trumpeter
Finch). Typical African species, such as the Long-legged Buzzard or Riippell's
Vulture, are also included in this category.

H

Accidental birds: Unusual visitors occasionally seen in Malaga province.In this case

a second status is provided that indicates when the species is normally observed.

" Rare birds: Birds that stray far outside their expected range, leading to great
excitement in the birding world.

If more than one status is indicated, the first one is the usual status,and then secondary status.

v/ Manage your bird list

This summer visitor breeds in Malaga
in dry and open habitats, such as
agricultural land and olive groves.
Althoughitdoes notreach high densi-

ties,its characteristicsong and typical
tail movements can be appreciated
from April to August.

Rufous Bush Robin
Cercotrichas galactotes

v | English names | Scientific names | Status in Malaga

Anatidae

Greylag Goose Anser anser

Bean Goose Anser fabalis
Dark-bellied Brant Branta bernicla bernicla
Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis
Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna
Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea
Gadwall Anas strepera
Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos
Blue-winged Teal Anas discors
Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata
Northern Pintail Anas acuta
Garganey Anas querquedula
Green-winged Teal Anas crecca

Marbled Teal Marmaronetta anqustirostris
Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina
Common Pochard Aythya ferina
Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula
Greater Scaup Aythya marila

Black Scoter Melanitta nigra
Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca
Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis
Common Merganser Mergus merganser
Red-breasted Merganser Mergqus serrator
White-headed Duck Oxyura leucocephala
Phasianidae

Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa
Common Quail Coturnix coturnix s m

Gaviidae

Red-throated Loon Gavia stellata

Arctic Loon Gavia arctica
Common Loon Gaviaimmer
Podicipedidae

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis
Slavonian Grebe Podliceps auritus
Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena
Great Crested Grebe Podliceps cristatus
Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis
Procellariidae

Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis
Scopoli's Shearwater Calonectris diomedea
Great Shearwater Puffinus gravis

Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus
Macaronesian Shearwater Puffinus baroli

Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus
Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus
Yelkouan Shearwater Puffinus yelkouan
Hydrobatidae
| Wilson's Storm-petrel | Oceanites oceanicus

European Storm-petrel Hydrobates pelagicus m s* Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus
Leach's Storm-petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa A m Buff-breasted Sandpiper Tryngites subruficollis
Sulidae Ruff Philomachus pugnax
Northern Gannet Morus bassanus m M Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus
Brown Booby Sula leucogaster Common Gallinago gallinago
Phalacrocoracidae Woodcock Scolopax rusticola
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo s* Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis A Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus
Ardeidae Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus
Great Bittern Botaurus stellaris A Common Redshank Tringa totanus
Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus S Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea s Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea s Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola
Great Egret Ardea alba Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes
Little Egret Egretta garzetta S Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres m
Reef Egret Egretta gularis Red-necked Phalarope Phalarapus lobatus A
(attle Egret Bubulcus ibis Red Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius A
Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides m S Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus m
Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax s Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata m
Ciconiidae Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa m
Black Stork Ciconia nigra Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica m
White Stork Ciconia ciconia Stercorariidae
Threskiornithidae Great Skua Stercorarius skua
Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus m
Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus m
Phoenicopteridae Laridae
Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus
Lesser Flamingo Phoeniconaias minor Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei
Pandionidae Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla

|Osprey |Pandion haliaetus Sabine's Gull Xema sabini
Accipitridae Mew Gull Larus canus
European Honey-buzzard Pernis apivorus Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis
Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis
Red Kite Milvus milvus Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus
Black Kite Milvus migrans Herring Gull Larus argentatus
Lammergeier Gypaetus barbatus Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus
Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla
Riippell's Griffon Gyps rueppellii Franklin's Gull Leucophaeus pipixcan
Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus Mediterranean Gull Ichthyaetus melanocephalus
Black Vulture Aegypius monachus Audouin's Gull Ichthyaetus audouinii
Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus
Marsh-Harrier Circus aeruginosus Sternidae
Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus Little Tern Sternula albifrons m
Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica S m
Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia m
Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus Black Tern Chlidonias niger m
Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus A m
Common Buzzard Buteo buteo Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida M
Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus cirtensis Common Tern Sterna hirundo m
Spanish Imperial Eagle Aquila adalberti ArcticTern Sterna paradisaea A m
Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis m
Bonelli's Eagle Aquila fasciata Lesser Crested Tern Thalasseus bengalensis A m
Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina Royal Tern Sterna maxima

Hybrid Lesser x Greatrer Spotted Eagle

Aquila pomarina x A. clanga

Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus
Falconidae
Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni
Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus
Eleonora's Falcon Falco eleonorae
Merlin Falco columbarius
Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo
Saker Falcon Falco cherrug
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus
Rallidae
Corn Crake Crex crex
Water Rail Rallus aquaticus
Little Crake Porzana parva
Baillon's Crake Porzana pusilla
Spotted Crake Porzana porzana
Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio
Moorhen Gallinula chloropus
Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata
Eurasian Coot Fulica atra
Gruidae
| Crane | Grus grus
Otididae
Great Bustard Otis tarda
Little Bustard Tetrax tetrax
Burhinidae
| Stone Curlew | Burhinus oedicnemus
Haematopodidae
| Eurasian Oystercatcher | Haematopus ostraleqgus
Recurvirostridae
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus
Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta
Glareolidae
Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola
Cream-coloured Courser Cursorius cursor
Charadriidae
Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola
Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria
Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus
Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula
Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius
Dotterel Charadrius morinellus A m
Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus i S
Scolopacidae
Red Knot Calidris canutus m
Sanderling Calidris alba m
Little Stint Calidris minuta m
Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii m
Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima
Dunlin Calidris alpina M
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea m
White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis
Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos

Vultures have suffered a rapid
decline worldwide and are
considered priority species for
conservation. In Mélaga, there
is a healthy stable population of
approximately 180 breeding pairs,
which mainly occupy the central
and western areas of the province.

Gyps fulvus

This shy Warbler breeds in Mdlaga in mid-

altitude mountain scrubland, where it

its highest densities in the province; however,
it also breeds on the dry saltflats around the

Fuente de Piedra lagoon.

Spectacled Warbler

Sylvia conspicillata

Sylvia melanocephala

reaches

Malaga hosts the main breeding colony

of Flamingos in their natural hab

in Europe, particularly in the Fuente

de Piedra lagoon, where up to 24,
breeding pairs may meet. Attent
patience,and resilience may also lea

itat

000
ion,
dto

asighting of the African Lesser Flamingo.

Phoenicopterus roseus

The main characteristic of this species is
its rapid call,“trr, trr, trr, ... which is easy

to learn.This nervous Warbler is abundant
throughout the year in open areas, bushes,
and gardens close to habitations.

Embernza cia

<
2

This bird specialises in catching insects in flight at dusk and night. It
strongly relies on its ability to go unnoticed and this is the reason why
so many die on the roads. [ts monotonous song, a disyllabic knocking
sound, is repeated in a long series during spring and summer nights.

Caprimulgus ruficollis

RN

Galerida tekiae

Oenanthe leucura

Alcidae
Guillemot Uria aalge
Razorbill Alca torda
Atlantic Puffin Fratercula arctica
Pteroclididae
Pin-tailed Sandgrouse Pterocles alchata
Black-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles orientalis
Columbidae
Rock Dove Columba livia
Stock Dove Columba oenas
Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus
European Turtle-dove Streptopelia turtur
Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto
Cuculidae
Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius
Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus
Tytonidae

| Barn Owl | Tyto alba
Strigidae
Scops Owl Otus scops
Eagle Owl Bubo bubo
Little Owl Athene noctua
Tawny Owl Strix aluco
Long-eared Owl Asio otus
Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus
Caprimulgidae
Nightjar Caprimulgus ruficollis
Eurasian Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus
Apodidae
Common Swift Apus apus
Pallid Swift Apus pallidus
Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba
Little Swift Apus affinis galilejensis
White-rumped Swift Apus caffer
Upupidae

| Eurasian Hoopoe | Upupa epops
Alcedinidae

| Kingfisher | Alcedo atthis
Meropidae
Bee-eater Merops apiaster
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops persicus
Coraciidae

| Roller | Coracias garrulus
Picidae
Wryneck Jynx torquilla
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor
Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major
Green Woodpecker Picus viridis
Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius
Alaudidae

Calandra Lark

Melanocorypha calandra

Greater Short-toed Lark

Calandrella brachydactyla

Crested Lark

Galerida cristata

A
.

Thekla Lark Galerida theklae . Whitethroat Sylvia communis
Skylark Alauda arvensis s m Western Orphean Warbler Sylvia hortensis
Woodlark Lullula arborea Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala
Hirundinidae Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata
Sand Martin Riparia riparia m S Subalpine Warbler Sy/Vla cantillans
Crag-Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica S M Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus
Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica S M Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus paludicola
House-Martin Delichon urbicum S M Moustached Warbler Acrocephalus melanopogon
Motacillidae Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus
Tawny P|p|t Anthus Campestris S m Marsh Warbler ACfOCepha/US pa/UStl'iS
Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus
Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia
Richard's Pipit Anthus richardi Savi's Warbler Locustella luscinioides
Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti
Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis
Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta
Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea Isabelline Warbler lduna opaca
White Wagtail Motacilla alba Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus
Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola Western Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli
Cinclidae Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita
| Dipper | Cinclus cinclus - | Iberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus ibericus
Troglodytidae Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix
[Wren | Troglodytes troglodytes - | Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus
Prunellidae Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla
Alpine Accentor Prunella collaris - Goldcrest Regulus regulus
Dunnock Prunella modularis Muscicapidae
Turdidae Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata
Robin Frithacus rubecula S M Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca
Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos M Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva
Bluethroat Luscinia svecica m Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis
Rufous Bush Robin Cercotrichas galactotes - m Paridae
Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros s M Coal Tit Periparus ater
Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus | s | m Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus
Moussier's Redstart Phoenicurus moussieri Rar GreatTit Parus major
Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucura BlueTit Cyanistes caeruleus
Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe M S Remizidae
Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica s m | Penduline-Tit | Remiz pendulinus
Whinchat Saxicola rubetra Aegithalidae
Western Stonechat Saxicola rubicola | Long-tailed Tit | Aegithalos caudatus
Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis Sittidae
Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius | Nuthatch |Sitta europaea
Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus Tichodromadidae
Blackbird Turdus merula | Wallcreeper | Tichodroma muraria
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos Certhiidae
Redwing Turdus iliacus | Short-toed Treecreeper | Certhia brachydactyla
Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus Laniidae
Fieldfare Turdus pilaris Iberian Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis
Sylviidae Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator
Garden Warbler Sylvia borin Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio
Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla Isabelline Shrike Lanius isabellinus
Oriolidae
| Golden Oriole | Oriolus oriolus
Corvidae
This Gull is restricted to the Iberian Azure-winged Magpie | Cyanopica cooki
Mediterranean during the Magpie Pica pica
breeding season and the western coast of Jay Garrulus glandarius
Saharan Africa during winter. In the late .
1960s and 70s, it was one of the World's Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax
rarest gulls, although the population has Jackdaw Corvus monedula
recovered significantly. Currently, it is Raven Corvus corax
common on the Malaga coast, especially Carrion Crow Corvus corone
during migration periods. Sturnidae
Starling Sturnus vulgaris
i Spotless Starling Sturnus unicolor
Ich thyaetUS auaouini Passeridae
House Sparrow Passer domesticus
Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis
Tree Sparrow Passer montanus
Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia
Fringillidae
Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs
Brambling Fringilla montifringilla
B Linnet Carduelis cannabina
Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis
Siskin Carduelis spinus
Citril Finch Carduelis citrinella
Greenfinch Chloris chloris
Serin Serinus serinus
This swallow began to be seen Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula
in Andalusiain the 1920s and Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes
began its expansion into the Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra
restofthe Iberian Peninsulain Trumpeter Finch Bucanetes githagineus
the 1950s.In Malaga, it can be Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus
locallyabundant and in some =
areasit can be parasitized by Emberizidae
the White-rumped Swift. Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus
= Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana
Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus
Red'rumped SwaIIOW Rock Bunting Emberiza cia
Cecr OpIS gaurica Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra
Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella
. ' Black-headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala
Phy//OSC0,0US IbeﬂCUS Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis
Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla

Although the Spanish population of White-
headed Duck was only 22 birds in 1977, the
species has recovered and one of its most
stable breeding sites is in Malaga. If you
want to see this bird, a visit to the Paraje
Natural Desembocadura del rio Guadalhorce
is a safe bet.

White-headed Duck
Oxyura leucocephala

* Only one location is known as a Magpie breeding area, in the coast, and it is assumed that this is due to a deliberate release

orescape.

S, /Clrax tetrax

Gull-billed Tern

Cyanopica Cooki

Monticola saxatilis

Lanius senator

INTRODUCED SPECIES: These are birds which have escaped or have been
intentionally released. In some cases they breed successfully and are able to maintain
wild populations in Malaga. Only the most common exotic species are indicated, many
of which nest or have nested in the province. Not all the species observed are shown
because the list would be too long; however, many traded species can be seen in the
wild and many of them survive due to Malaga’s mild climate.

Mute Swan Cygnus olor

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea
Wood Duck Aix sponsa

Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata
Pheasant Phasianus colchicus
Sacred lbis Threskiornis aethiopicus
Northern Bald Ibis Geronticus eremita
Harris' Hawk Parabuteo unicinctus

Laughing Dove

Monk Parakeet
Rose-ringed Parakeet
Alenxandrine Parakeet
Burrowing Parrot
Yellow-collared Lovebird
Budgerigar
Scaly-headed Parrot
Turquoise-fronted Amazon
Red-vented Bulbul
Red-billed Leiothrix
Yellow-crowned Bishop
Black-headed Weaver #

Streptopelia senegalensis
Myiopsitta monachus
Psittacula krameri
Psittacula eupatria
Cyanoliseus patagonus
Agapornis personatus
Melopsittacus undulatus
Pionus maximiliani
Amazona aestiva
Pycnonotus cafer
Leiothrix lutea

Euplectes afer

Ploceus melanocephalus

Timor Zebra Finch Taeniopygia guttata
Orange-cheeked Waxbill Estrilda melpoda
Black-rumped Waxbill Estrilda troglodytes
Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild

Red Avadavat Amandava amandava

# Within the same genus there may be other species, which could be difficult to identify

Spain supports about 80% of the European breeding
population. In Europe this raptor is mainly seen in
Mediterranean settings. Malaga province has the highest
known density of this species. It is relatively easy to see in
mountains less than 1000 m.

Bonelli’s Eagle

Bee-eater
Merops apiaster

This is one of the most striking and
colourful birds that can be observed in
Europe.lt wintersin sub-Saharan Africa
andarrivesin March to breed in Malaga.
It is very abundant during migration
periods and its characteristic call can be
heard during the day and night.



