
6. F r i g i l i a n a  •  C ó m p e t a

Stage 6 is a particularly mountainous one and ventures through the north-west of the 
Sierra de Almijara, close to the Sierra de Tejeda and within the Natural Park. The start of the 
route takes you to El Acebuchal gorge, where a previously abandoned village lies on the 
Camino de Granada, an old mule track from Frigiliana. The final section joins the Granada – 
Cómpeta sister pathway, which also negotiates its way between the summits close to the 
El Lucero peak. The area belonging to Frigiliana reaches the mountain pass of El Puerto de 
Páez Blanca. From this highest point onwards (km 16), the route descends along the border 
between Canillas de Albaida and Cómpeta.

Departing Frigiliana to the north-east, the route manages to avoid most of the MA-5105 
road. It then veers off to the north, climbing up country tracks and passing by El Acebuchal. 
These same pathways that run along the gorge floor, continue on up to the Daire track. This 
significant pathway traces a long curve relatively high up through the heart of the Sierra 
Almijara, looking down on the Moreno gorge.

You then make your way up mountain trails to a height of 1,220 metres at Puerto 
Blanquillo. Branching off to the south-east, the route then drops down to the country house 
or Venta (an Inn in ruins) de María Guerrero. The most rugged section of the day is from the 
Daire track onwards, with steep footpaths and sandy, pine-covered slopes. The hill of Cruz 
de Canillas can be considered a pivotal point, geographically, as Sierra de Tejada comes into 
sight and you return to a country track. The path then zigzags down for 4.5 km to minimize 
the steepness of the descent into Cómpeta.

The renowned trails that scale the peaks of El Lucero or El Cisne can be accessed towards 
the middle of the Stage. The scenery is quite breath-taking, both up ahead towards Sierra 
Tejada and looking back on the Sierra de Almijara, above all from around Cruz de Canillas. The 
panoramic view is the reason for the location of the Infoca (Forest fire protection) watchtower 
on Cerro Gavilán or Peñón de Calimacos.
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THE STAGE IN SUMMARY

The village of El Acebuchal with El Lucero in the background 
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• Mountainous terrain and at reasonable Height above SLe

• Road traffic circulating up to km 6

• Two short sections on the MA-5105 road

8 h 15 min 24.7 km 

On foot

1.160 m 790 m Linear

2.3 km 9.3 km 13.1 km

Plaza del Ingeniero in Frigiliana(C) (300m) Plaza del Carmen in Cómpeta  (N) (685m)

Environment
hazards
Navigation

Underfoot 
Conditions
Physical Effort

1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5

1 Frigiliana N 420133 4072081 300 m Km 0.0

2 Cuatro Caminos 417485 4074165 556 m Km 4.5

3 Village of El Acebuchal 417660 4075103 500 m Km 6.2

4 Venta Cebollero 418242 4075911 610 m Km 7.7

5 La Páez Blanco Pass 417601 4076946 713 m Km 9,5

6 Views of Moreno Ravine 417591 4078019 774 m Km 11.3

7 Cortijo del Daire Estate 418186 4079169 860 m Km 14,1

8 Collado de los Hornillos 417615 4080104 1177 m Km 16,0

9 Venta de los Pradillos 416702 4079722 1043 m Km 18,1

10 Cortijo de María Guerrero 415309 4078621 1066 m Km 20.5

11 Cómpeta N 413227 4077010 686 m Km 24,7

/	 /

/	 /

/	 /

/	 /

/	 /

/	 /

/	 /

/	 /

/	 /

/	 /

/	 /
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of Granada. The Inn’s inhabitants used to 
supplement their livelihood in hospitality with 
80 ‘obradas’ (32 hectares aprox.) of vineyards 
surrounding it in its day.

Apart from the nearby water source, it is 
the architectural elements of this and other 
surrounding buildings that most catch the eye 
and appear to be considerably older than the 
18th century they have been dated as. They 
display fine examples of rammed-earth walls, 
compacted earth platforms with the holes 
for the scaffolding perfectly visible from the 
outside, all considered appropriate building 
techniques for this dry environment.

A network of forest trails, well used by 
mountain bikers begins shortly after the Venta. 
The Great Path proceeds uphill at kilometre 9.5 
towards the Páez Blanco pass at 750 metres 
above sea level. To your left here, is the Cerro 
Verde, the site of bloody battles between the 
opposing sides in the Civil War, the reason for 
El Acebuchal’s forced abandonment. Much 
worthy of note are the Maritime Pine trees 
which have survived the same forest fires 

which ravaged the area earlier, as well as 
the albarradas, old stone wall terracing of 
the deserted vineyards. 

The tracks in this area generally come up 
from El Acebuchal, navigating the rugged 
western slope of Cerro de las Tres Cruces and 
cover half the hillside around the Cortijo del 
Daire estate. Skirting the southern face of the 
Daire Ridge, they then pass around both sides 
of the Cerro Gavilán before descending its 
eastern and western faces towards Cómpeta. 
The GR-249 only utilizes these tracks from 
Cruz de Canillas up to the commented Cortijo.

In this track-filled section, you can admire 
the drop in elevation from El Cerro de las Tres 
Cruces down to the Moreno gorge. No less 
spectacular are the views of the mountain 
crest that rises up from the valley. Midway 
between the Cortijo and the mountain pass, 
stop off to see the engineering masterpiece of 
the dry-stone walls that secure the Dolomite 
sands. Tree Violets cling to the sides in between 
wispy Rosemary shrubs. The unexpected oasis 
of two streams, frequently with flowing water, 
awaits at the head of the valleys, where you 
cross them.

It is possible to cross the white village of 
Frigiliana on Calle Real street, but the most 
direct exit is taking the MA-5105 road. It 
twists and turns, heading in the same 
direction, however soon enough it joins a 
section of the old Camino de Cómpeta road, 
passing by the fertile plains of the Arroyo 
de los Bancales. Occasional sections along 
here do benefit from road surfacing, given 
its proximity to the town and its intensive 
horticulture. You will spot avocados, po-
megranates and cherimoyas occupying the 
age-old farmland on spectacular dry-stone 
wall terracing made with travertine rock. 
The views of Frigiliana during this first 
segment are excellent.

The first climb begins once you cross the 
ravine, passing between country houses 
until, all of a sudden you are free of the 
peri-urban area. The ascent is completed 
on a small footpath up the Loma de la Cruz 
(Ridge of the Cross), approaching the road 

at kilometre 2.3. Stay on the MA-5115 for 
700 metres until you see a track on your 
right, heading up towards Cuatro Caminos. 
Entering the pine forests of the Natural Park, 
the winding track takes a north-eastern 
course and then begins its descent down 
to El Acebuchal. Look out for a house with 
a tiled mural telling a story of an orphaned 
girl who was buried and came back to life, 
including a rather ghastly tale of her remains 
being taken to Vélez-Málaga.

The history of the hamlets of El Acebuchal 
Alto and Bajo is closely linked to the Camino 
de Granada (Road to Granada), water and the 
3 hectares of farmland on both the Frigiliana 
side and on the hillside of Cómpeta, around 
its dwellings. The story of how the village 
was repopulated after being abandoned is 
a captivating one and it serves to highlight 
the dedication of the rightful residents. It 
has converted itself into an example of rural 
tourism and gastronomy.

After 6.2 kilometres, a footpath leaves 
El Acebuchal going up a narrow & dry 
stream bed, occasionally making use of cut-
throughs. Thanks to the shade provided by 
Aleppo and Maritime Pines, there is dense 
undergrowth with enormous Scorpion 
brooms and Rosemary shrubs as well as 
other plants that require plenty of water.

A kilometre past El Acebuchal is the 
compelling old Inn or Venta del Cebollero 
or del Jaro. Just beyond it are some beehives 
which take advantage of the dense cover of 
Rosemary bushes in this open area. Soon 
after this, you climb up steadily on the 
Camino de Granada, which incidentally is 
a non-stop incline until Venta Panaderos 
on the far side of the Sierra, in the Province 
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Leaving Frigiliana with subtropical trees and a 
traditional pastoral image

The network of country tracks
 Up to km 14

R O U T E  D E S C R I P T I O N
Towards the village of El Acebuchal 
and Venta del Cebollero

 Up to km 7.7
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The Moreno Ravine and El Cortijo del Daire with the Sierra  behind
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The Cortijo del Daire estate (km 14.1), 
deeply set in Andalusian nostalgia, 
dominates the wide valley from its 
privileged vantage point. There are some 
reasonably sized but difficult-to-spot 
caves on both sides of the estate, one 
of which is in Tavertine rock. Below the 
main house are stone wall terraces with 
thriving walnut, pomegranate, fig and 
wild olive trees just next to the beehives.

The upcoming section is the wildest on 
this Stage. Here, you abandon the forest trail 
at kilometre 14.4, and keep going along a 
footpath that climbs up white sandy slopes 
with dolomite crests. These are covered in 
Rosemary and Gorse, which have recovered 
from the fire that swept through these pastures 
not long ago. On the demanding way up, you 
pass paths going down to your left towards 
La Loma del Daire and to your right going 
up to a water catchment point and El Lucero 
summit. At the top of the rise, you come to 
the pass of Puerto de los Hornillos, where 
some fine examples of surviving Maritime 
Pines give us an idea of how the other side of 
the mountain would have looked originally. 
Puerto Blanquillo, a well-known spot and 
accessible by authorised off-road vehicles 
is just off to the north.

The mountain pass (km 16) is the highest 
point on the stage and where you change 
heading from  north-westerly to south-
westerly, descending the other Camino de 
Granada. You push on down a ravine that 
has pathways going off to the right, towards 

Puerto Blanquillo. A little further on is a 
crossroads in the path and a left would take 
you back to the Daire track, and eventually on 
to Casa de la Mina (Mine House). However, 
the traditional path continues straight on 
and just below it at this junction of paths, 
serving as proof of the route’s history is the 
Ventorro de Cándido.

The clearly marked footpath stays roughly 
at the same height until Venta de los Pradillos. 
Passing by the lime kilns and adjacent houses 
makes the coming and going of people & 
animals in its heyday seem not so long ago. 
One enormous Maritime Pine does stand 
out majestically in among younger forests 
and saplings, while to your left you pass the 
Arroyo de los Pradillos, the upper course of 
another important watercourse. At kilometre 
20.5, you then make it to the Venta de María 
Guerrero, just short of a new track.

The view to the east from the ruins of 
the Venta are worth a special mention and 
almost the whole route from El Puerto de la 
Páez Blanca is on display, with the spectacular 
Barranco Moreno gorge in the middle and 
the Almijara summits as a backdrop. At the 

The footpath as it passes the ruins of Venta de Cándido
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Towards El Collado de los 
Hornillos and La Cruz de 
Canillas

 Up to km 20.5
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mountain pass of Cruz de la Canillas, you 
cross over to the other side of the ridge on 
the main track, bringing the magnificent 
Sierra Tejada into sight.

This new landscape is less intricate in its 
layout than the other side, but is at a higher 
Height above SLe. Sierra Tejada stands out to 
the north-west and the Sierra de Játar to the 
north. When you reach a white track, take 
the left-hand fork which progresses along 
the western flank of the watershed until the 
Collado Moyano pass heading firstly south, 
then south-west until the end. The track 
off to the west drops dramatically down to 
Canillas de Albaida, passing the old electricity 
plant, La Fábrica de la Luz. Just on a little, on 
your left you pass the vehicle access to the 
forest fire lookout post of Cerro del Gavilán.

The woodland of Maritime Pines you pass 
through now is of exceptional beauty. Its fine 
appearance owes itself to withstanding the 
thin and poor-quality soil, the harsh weather 
conditions in the region of battering wind 

and storms, grazing livestock and forest fires. 
In contrast to the replanted forests, each and 
every tree is unique in shape. Their twisting 
trunks, thick bark, crooked branches and 
stumpy appearance make them look more 
like enlarged Bonsai trees. At kilometre 21.9, 
you take the right fork, where the smaller 
left-hand track also drops down to Cómpeta 
meeting at the path intersection at Puerto 
del Collado.

Efforts to counteract the devastation 
caused by forest fires with the reforestation 
of Pines, have had varying degrees of success. 
Support stakes and sapling protectors, which 
are visible from the forest trail are evidence 
of this however, the latest large-scale forest 
fire has once again left a long-lasting mark 
on the area. Except for a short section of 
footpath which cuts the corner of a long 
curve in the track, the way down to Cómpeta’s 
water deposit and the football pitch is made 
on a gravel track. Look out here for Esparto 
grass, Dwarf Fan Palms and Lavender. The 
first houses you come across in Cómpeta 
gather around Plaza del Carmen, where the 
Stage comes to an end.
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The forest fire lookout post in the Natural Park

From La Cruz de Canillas to 
Cómpeta

 To the end of the stage


