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Arbol de copa redondeada y tronco grueso que en los ejempla-
res viejos se retuerce. Muy longevo, puede pasar del millar de
anos. De la pulpa de su fruto, la oliva o aceituna, se obtiene has-
ta un 30% de aceite, por lo que se ha cultivado desde la anti-
guedad para producirlo o para consumo del fruto como aceitu-
na de mesa.

Los fenicios trajeron el olivo a nuestra civilizacién. Actualmen-
te el olivar es el «bosque cultivado» mas extenso de Andalucia,
ocupando un 15% de la superficie total de la region. La ramita
del olivo es el simbolo de la paz y en la historia del arca de Nog,
el final del diluvio lo marca la llegada de una paloma con una
rama de olivo en el pico.

Su variedad silvestre, el acebuche, es frecuente en nuestros
bosques y sus frutos {acebuchinas) son claves para la alimen-
tacion de la fauna silvestre.

The olive has a rounded canopy and thick trunk which becomes
gnarled and twisted with age. It has an extraordinary long li-
fespan, sometimes living for over a thousand years. Up to 30%
of the flesh of its fruit, also called olives, is made up of olive oil,
which is why it has been cultivated since ancient times in order
to produce olive oil or for eating as a fruit.

The olive was introduced into our civilisation by the Phoeni-
cians, and olive groves now comprise the largest “cultivated fo-
rest” in Andalucia, occupying over 15% of the total surface area
of the region. The olive branch is famous as a symbol of peace,
while in the story of Noah's Ark the end of the flood is heralded
by the arrival of a dove with an olive branch in its beak.

There are also many wild olives in the forests of Andalucia, and
their fruit (wild olives) form a staple part in the diet of the fauna.



