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Arbusto, que no suele sobrepasar los 2 metros de altura, con
una copa muy ramificada y hojas alternas y compuestas, de co-
lor verde brillante. Las flores se agrupan en racimos cortos de
los que salen unos frutos rojos (lentisquina).

Su nombre cientifico deriva del nombre atribuido por los roma-
nos al arbol del pistacho, que es otra especie del mismo género
(Pistacia vera).

Este arbusto mediterraneo forma parte del matorral que acom-
pana al encinar junto a coscojas, palmitos, mirtos o aladiernos
y se desarrolla bien en los claros del bosque.

Su madera es dura y acepta el pulimiento por lo que se emplea
en ebanisteria. De su corteza se extrae una resina aromatica
denominada almdciga o mastique que se emplea en la industria
de barnices y en odontologia.

The mastic tree is a shrub which does not usually grow to more
than 2 metres in height, and has a dense crown with alterna-
te compound leaves that are bright green in colour. Its flowers
grow in clusters and give small red berries (mastic berry).

Its scientific name comes from the name given by the Romans
to the pistachio tree, which is another species of the same
genus (Pistacia vera).

This Mediterranean shrub is one of the many shrubs and trees
which are found in holm-oak forests, along with kermes oaks,
dwarf fan palms, myrtle trees and Mediterranean buckthorns,
and grows well in forest glades.

Its wood is hard and polishes to an excellent finish which
makes it extremely popular in cabinetmaking. An aromatic re-
sin called mastic gum or Arabic gum is extracted from its bark
for use in the varnishes and dental industries.



