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Stage 12 runs along the upper reaches of the Guadalhorce river basin, close by some of 
its most important and well-known tributaries, such as the Arroyos del Cerezo and la Hoz de 
Marín streams. The route heads continually north but makes slight detours for several reasons, 
primarily to avoid the A-92M motorway. On other occasions, this is due to geographical features 
such as the limestone and marly limestone hills or the narrow valley of La Hoz de Marín. It 
also crosses over a municipal boundary at Cerro de la Cruz.

The villages at the start and end of the Stage are at the same height, and so the route climbs 
and descends practically equally during the route. Therefore, a sawtooth profile describes it very 
well. The highest points are the Cerro de la Cruz (810 metres) and the ridge with the firebreak 
at 830 metres running between La Saucedilla and La Hoz de Marín. Conversely, the lowest 
lying terrain is found along the River Guadalhorce and the smaller watercourses of La Hoz de 
Marín or El Ciervo. Unsurfaced tracks are the most common trail type used along the way, as 
well as treelined pathways and a stretch of footpath at the end.

The Dehesa landscape, the traditional agroforestry system found around the middle of the 
stage is extremely interesting. The rocky area with clays in which it is found, gives the chance to 
see a karstic sinkhole and seasonal ponds. Its Holm oak forests form island-like clumps, while 
some larger individual examples 
remain, which serve as evidence 
of a grander past.

The narrow valley or La Hoz of 
the Marín stream is a forested area 
of some 600 hectares, declared 
an Outstanding Natural Area with 
the relevant protection by the 
Diputación of Málaga. The aerial 
view of La Hoz (which means 
sickle) explains its name, a semi-
circular scar with a 250-metre 
drop between top and bottom.

To summarize, the twelfth 
stage has very varied landscapes; 
agricultural in the first third, then 
livestock farming or hunting land 
in the Dehesas in the second and 
purely forestry in the final third.
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THE STAGE IN SUMMARY

12S t a g e
VILLANUEVA DEL ROSARIO
• ARCHIDONA

Elm trees arching over the La Hoz de Marín stream



12. V i l l a n u e V a  d e l  R o s a R i o  •  a R c h i d o n a

113
• Road traffic circulating along tracks, until the mid-stage. 

• Crossing the stream of La Hoz de Marín

4 h 15 min. 17.2 km 

On foot

365 m 

0.9 km 9.7 km 6.6 km

Villanueva del Rosario (SE ) (695 m) Archidona (S) (705 m)

Environment
hazards
Navigation

Underfoot 
Conditions
Physical Effort

1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4 5

1.Villanueva del Rosario SE 378699 4095171 695 m Km 0,0

2.Waste water treatment plant 377593 4096674 635 m Km 2,3

3.River Guadalhorce 377455 4097131 650 m Km 2,9

4.La Atalaya 376441 4099873 645 m Km 6,4

5.Sinkhole & Cortijo Torres estate 375181 4101083 800 m Km 8,6

6.Cortijo de la Saucedilla estate 377965 4103183 740 m Km 12,6

7.High point above La Hoz 377588 4103470 825 m Km 13,4

8.Crossing point of La Hoz de Marín 377132 4103681 635 m Km 14,5

9.Woodland in La Hoz de Marín 377171 4104519 635 m Km 15,5

10. South Archidona 376595 4105891 705 m Km 17,2

/ /

/ /

/ /

/ /

/ /

/ /

/ /

/ /

/ /

/ /

P O I N T X Y HEIGHT 
ABOVE SL DISTANCE

Fuentes de Hondonero overlaps at the start

Archidona Hoz de Marín partially overlaps in the final section
PR A-395

PR A-157
Alternative Route 249.4–GR 248 from the Guadalhorce, 
partially overlaps

GR 7 Tarifa Athens, links up at the start

GR 248Alt. Route 249.4

GR 7 E4
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you reach the highest point of the stage so 
far, at the Cerro de la Cruz. It suddenly turns 
90° to the northeast near the Cortijo de la 
Serena (or Gómez). Just before this country 
estate is the karstic sinkhole.

The terrain opens up considerably with 
clumps of centuries-old Holm oak dotted 
here and there, along with other individual 
examples in the fields. The distant outlines 
of the Central Limestone Arc can be seen to 
the south, while the hillocks of El Yesar and 
El Pinar lie on the horizon to the north. The 
latter is recognisable by the row of pines 
that stands out on its elongated summit, 
in front of the forest behind it.

The track reaches some ruins (km 10.3) in 
the Calasana area and begins to gently weave 
through the undulating Olive and Almond 
groves and rain-fed farmland until it reaches 
the Cortijo de La Saucedilla, a little over 
twelve and a half kilometres from the start.

The stream that goes off to the west 
is the Arroyo de La Saucedilla, a tributary 
of the Arroyo de Marín. The path parts 
company with this and makes a 90° turn 
to the north, climbing up a steep slope in 
gypsiferous terrain.

The top of the hill offers some excellent 
views of the valley, and from here, continue 
walking a short way along the border between 
the Pine forest and Thyme bushes. You then 
turn left to descend the 200 metres down to 
the river, to the area known as Pilatos. There 
is hardly any undergrowth beneath the pines 
due to the dense cover. Nevertheless, this has 
favoured the growth of quite a few young 
Holm oaks. To return northwards, you must 
first go round a sharp bend at the bottom 
of the valley.  

You cross the river at the 14.5km mark, 
just where it is forced to change course due 
to a gypsum and marlstone cliff, which is 
being undermined at its base. On the left 
we can see steep, almost treeless slopes 
with Thyme and Gorse bushes. On the right, 
leafy Elm trees arch over a section of the river 
creating a tunnel effect. Clean water flows 
here, although it can become murky due to 
sediment. The valley then opens up bit by 
bit, while the footpath becomes a track and 
begins to climb, leaving the curved and narrow 
valley behind. On the approach to Archidona, 
some Capers and Wild Cabbage can be seen 
on the escarpments. You enter the town via 
its southern district, and on Calle Luís Braille, 
where Stage 12 comes to an end.

The route starts its descent from 
Villanueva del Rosario along the Camino 
de las Huertas (The Farmland Way) or de las 
Puentes (The Bridges Way). This runs close 
to La Canaleja stream, which has its source 
in the Nacimiento area in the mountains 
(Stage 11) and is channelled through the 
southeast of the village. Once you have left 
the houses behind, you enter a track which 
soon passes through orchards and rain-fed 
crops. It then meets El Cerezo stream, where 
you continue on past a single-track overpass 
to the other bank. The forest here consists 
mainly of Poplars and Elms, and the stream 
gently meanders round to the north. Go 
straight over the second crossroads, but 
just before the kilometre 2 mark, there 
is a small footbridge, which you use to 
cross over to the left bank. A compacted 
gravel path with a few benches has been 
laid here, making this a pleasant enough 
stretch. You will occasionally see some 
intake pipes, which channel the water off 
to a waste water treatment plant. Once 
you reach the far side of this small facility, 
you will notice the clean water exiting. 

There is a map explaining the different 
places where the physical and chemical 
treatment takes place.

The riverside woodland becomes wider 
and more diverse as you approach the end of 
the pathway. Just where the smaller water-
course flows into the Guadalhorce (km 2.9), 
cross the bridge over this larger watercourse. 
At the turn off point for the Alternative Route 
4, you cross the Guadalhorce’s GR 248 and 
then take a gravel road next to the MA-224 
for a kilometre and a half.

After passing under the A-92M, turn 
north in the area known as the Dehesa del 
Raso, soon passing by the Cortijo el Ventorro 
country house by a historic crossroads. Soon 
you must cross the motorway, by way of 
a third underpass. This brings you out to 
a wooded area that contrasts sharply with 
the countryside just a short way back.

Siegaliebres, or ‘Hare Cutter’ is the name 
given to the hills covered in Holm oak from 
La Atalaya (km 6.4) onwards. The short 
brush is made up of Scorpion broom, Thyme, 
Montpellier Cistus and Genista umbellata, 
with White Broom and Kermes oak trees 

standing out most. To complete the 
vegetation covering, there are Olive 
groves and some properties with 
tended-to fields. The woodland of 
Holm oak is now confined to the 
less productive areas and the path 
is bordered by wire fences and 
numerous gates. Climbing up, 
with the occasional sharp bend, 
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The Path surrounded by woods and farmland of the
El Cerezo stream

Native pine forest and shrubland in gypsiferous terrainR O U T E  D E S C R I P T I O N

T h e  D e h e s a  t r a d i t i o n a l 
agroforestry system of Holm 
oaks

 Up to km 12.6

The curved valley (La Hoz) of 
the River Marín

 To the end of the stage

The River Guadalhorce
 Up to km 4.2

La Hoz de Marín valley seen from close
to Archidona
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