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GR 249.3
ALTERNATIVE ROUTE 

In contrast to the first Stage, this second leaves the sea of Olive trees of Málaga province and 
the undulating track over the white clay hills behind. Instead, it has a gentle downhill slope, 
often along the meandering River Genil. Most of the route runs through the municipality of 
Cuevas de San Marcos, while the last section is through that of Cuevas Bajas.

It starts near the Iznájar reservoir, which is split between the provinces of Córdoba, Málaga 
and Granada and is known as the Lake of Andalusia. It is only visible at the beginning of the 
stage and has the largest capacity in Andalucia with 981 Hm³, covering an enormous surface 
area and 100 kilometres of shoreline. 

In addition to country tracks parallel to the river, ancient riverside routes and farm irrigation 
tracks, the Stage uses some narrow footpaths along the River Genil going south-west, the same 
as the direction of flow. It follows the same wide arc as the river itself, over clays and gypsum, 
which forms the boundary between Malaga’s and Cordoba’s countryside. 

The village of Cuevas de San Marcos lies at a height of 430 metres above sea level, overlooking 
the wide valley just over 100 metres below. The first 4 kilometres are over the slopes covered 
in centuries-old Olive groves and past the streams that flow down from the hills (from the 
previous Stage) and into the large river. 

From then on, the route is effectively along the banks of the river. This fortunately maintains 
a reasonable volume of water, thanks to the appropriate environmental management of the 
reservoir. Even white-water rafting is possible after controlled releases. It has also allowed 
the riverside flora to stay in exceptionally well preserved, perhaps the greatest appeal of this 
interesting route. 

However, this lush strip of land also has aspects that would be unexpected in the Province’s 
other areas. For example, La Aceña and La Agusadera waterwheels used for irrigation, which 
are well explained by easy-to-interpret information boards.

THE STAGE IN SUMMARY

The preserved structure of La Agusadera waterwheel, near Cuevas Bajas      
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STAGE 2: CUEVAS DE SAN MARCOS
         • CUEVAS BAJAS



GR 249.3  s ta g e  2 :  c u e V a s  d e  s a n  M a R c o s  •  c u e V a s  B a j a s
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1.Start of the Stage 374365 4125410 430 m Km 0,0

2.Century-old Olive grove 373110 4125495 380 m Km 0,9

3.Los Puercos stream 372665 4125320 360 m Km 1,4

4.La Aceña waterwheel 370445 4124525 315 m Km 4,0

5.La Agusadera waterwheel 368590 4124005 310 m Km 7,0

6.Artificial lake 368340 4123835 305 m Km 7,4

7.Birdwatching spot 368620 4123465 305 m Km 8,0

8.Flood-prone area 368560 4122515 300 m Km 9,2

9.End of the Stage 368310 4122140 305 m Km 10,2
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P O I N T X Y HEIGHT 
ABOVE SL DISTANCE

• Road traffic circulating on tarmac roads
• Temporary flooding on the flood plains of the River Genil

Mozarabic Way, link up at the end of the Alternative Route
Archaeological Park and Natural Belda, link up in Cuevas de San Marcos
Tarifa Athens, partial overlap
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Pozas. On the other side, there is a meadow 
of Almond trees you must go around, leading 
to an abandoned gravel pit that is now a 
rafting jetty. Continuing along a wide track 
with a couple of bends, you pass the new 
aggregate quarry on your right and a little 
further on, leave the main track to take a 
minor track that is closed off to traffic.

Once again, the along the riverside 
grove is the backdrop for the Stage’s se-
cond waterwheel, La Agusadera. It is kept 
in good condition, particularly the walls 
of the building and the metal structure. 
Although it is similar in diameter to the 
other, it has a greater number of spokes, 
crosses, paddles and buckets. Whereas the 
stones are better preserved in the first, it 
is the arches that carry the water that are 
most impressive here. After passing under 
the aqueduct, there is a large low-lying area 
prone to flooding, where the Path returns 
to the riverside vegetation. It follows an 
arc ending up at the main lake, until you 

reach the road that allows access to the 
birdwatching site.

Birds may in fact be this section’s main 
attraction, since it is a resting area during 
migrations as well as a permanent residence 
for forest and riverside species, with some 
fascinating species. Despite the water levels 
changing frequently, these lakes provide a 
very different habitat to that of the river, 
which broadens the range of animals found 
in this valley yet more.

Continue along the riverbank until you 
meet the main track again and, a little 
further on, you will see the bridge used 
by the Mozarabic Way to cross over to the 
Cordoban side. Instead of going to Cuevas 
Bajas via this accredited track, return to 
the riverbank, where the last flood-prone 
area is on your left. The town comes into 
sight and after some large bends in the 
track, you come to the end of Stage 2 of 
this alternative route GR 249.3 and arrive 
in Cuevas Bajas. 

Two main country tracks set off from 
the western part of Cuevas de San Marcos, 
towards the valley of the river Genil 100 
metres below. The Path takes the more 
northerly route down El Martillo street, 
although it joins the other a short way 
past a gentle downhill section, soon to 
cross the first gully. The Olive grove that 
you now cross has centuries old trees, 
recognisable by their enormous bases 
divided into two to four trunks and 
which are planted in ridges on both 
sides of the path.

This alternative route arrives at Los 
Puercos stream for the second time. The 
appearance of the channel here is quite 
different, since it has excavated a deep 
gully in the unsettled ground, revealing 
its sands and gravels. The varying texture 
and hardness of the rock has caused a 
number of small meanders along this 
stretch, creating an idyllic image. The 
occasional more serious floods mean 
only the strongest Poplars, Willows and 
the well-adapted Reed beds remain 
standing.

A second uphill section after the ford 
takes you up to a rise where a track in 
good condition joins from the left. This 
comes back from the A-7300 and has 
signposts to the waterwheel and the 
river. You now descend, still to the south-
west alongside a small stream (km 2.0) 
getting ever closer to the valley bottom, 
just as the River Genil comes into view.

 

A couple of access roads go off to the 
right leading to the first area of lakes on 
the River Genil’s flood plains. Just a short 
way on from here, the path reaches the 
riverside. After this bend, the river channel 
steepens, forming rapids which La Aceña 
(or Seña) waterwheel takes advantage 
of. It is conveniently signposted and ex-
plained on information boards (as well 
in English) about 100 metres further on. 
These waterwheels were fully functioning, 
providing industrial services during the 
last two centuries. It is not unusual to 
see canoeists and rafters in these usually 
turbulent waters. 

The path then goes straight on and cuts 
across the meander. When it rejoins the 
riverbank, there is an important junction 
where the Northern Branch of the GR 
7 E4 breaks off and can be used as an 
alternative way of reaching Cuevas Bajas. 
The Stage route, by contrast continues 
along the riverside towards one of the 
most interesting sections from an envi-
ronmental point of view. Following the 
river’s wide meander to the north-west, 
it takes you round the Castillejos hill, and 
then to the south-east. 

The secondary track ends when it 
crosses an Olive grove and then turns 
into a footpath. This climbs a little above 
the river after passing some enormous 
Tamarisk. Using some small earthen steps, 
you reach the banks of the river again with 
its intriguing Poplar trees, and soon ford 
the very deeply embedded stream of Las 
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Centuries-old Olive grove
 Up to km 4

The River Genil’s waterwheels, 
riverside and lakes

 To the end of the stage

R O U T E  D E S C R I P T I O N

GR 249.3  stag e 2:  cu e V a s d e sa n Ma Rc o s •  cu e V a s Baja s

The River Genil’s riverside vegetation, with Poplar, Elm, Willow and Ash trees


