BENALAURIA

« GENALGUACIL

THE STAGE IN SUMMARY

The villages of the lower Genal Valley lie on both sides of the river and at a similar height,
and are connected by ancient pathways that cross the network of streams. In this particular
case, crossing the main river itself, while also advancing along its flood plains for almost four
kilometres. This is primarily to connect the traditional paths that come down from Benalauria
and climbs towards Genalguacil. The route heads mainly south as faras Fl Prado de la Escribana,
then climbs east in the last stretch to the Stage’s end.

The landscape s entirely forested, with a variety of dominant tree species, in particular Cork
oaks and Maritime pines on the sunnier slopes, and Gall oaks and some Chestnut trees in the
more shaded areas. The multi-species gallery forest plays an important role at the bottom of
a very narrow and steep sided V-shaped valley, with underlying schist and slate.

Although there are a number of tracks for forestry maintenance, the route links together
sections of traditional pathways, which succeed in making the steep slopes more manageable
through numerous bends. These also tend to cross or connect up with country tracks fairly
often. The walkways of the Genal are a highlight of the day, and these use metal structures to
negotiate three rocky spurs. Meanwhile, a very steepirrigation channel that navigates another
rockface here and has been fitted with safety cables.

Approximately up to kilometre 2.9 is within municipal land of Benalaurfa, just before rea-
ching the historic site of £l Arabf. This brings you to that of Algatocin, continuing up until the
San Juan bridge, since the River Genal separates this from the next municipal area, Jubrique.
The section between the Hondo and the Perejilas streams (km 7.5) is the border between
Jubrique and the Stage's fourth municipal area, Genalguadil. >

The pathway running through an abandoned field
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PR-A 236 Benadalid - Benalauria, links up at start
PR-A 238  Benalauria-Algatocin & PR-A 291 Jubrique-Benalaurfa, partial overlap
Great Path of the Serranfa de Ronda, overlap up to La Escribana

PR-A 240  Benarraba - Genalguacil, overlap from La Escribana on

P0 I N T X Y Al-B”E)I\(/;lIE-lgL DISTANCE
1.Benalaurfa (C) 297720 / 4052220 / 690m Km 0,0
2.E| Bailadero 298275 / 4051640 / 610m Km 1,2
3.El Arabf junction 299020 / 4050170 / 290m Km 3,1
4.San Juan bridge 299075 / 4049190 / 245m Km 5,7
5.River Monardilla 299165 / 4048875 / 225m Km 6,1
6.La Estaca Plains walkway 299340 / 4048285 / 205m Km 7,2
7.Juan Ruiz irrigation ditch 299000 / 4048005 / 200m Km7,7
8.Los Tejarejos walkways 298595 / 4047825 / 190m Km 8,3
9.Los Limones walkways 298280 / 4047305 / 180m Km 9,2
10.La Escribana recreational area 297875 / 4047175 / 185m Km 9,5
11.Las Vifias Hill 298720 / 4047005 / 375m Km 10,5
12.Las Cruces (The Crosses) 299470 / 4046840 / 495m Km 11,6
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ROUTE DESCRIPTION

The ‘Caminos’ of Jubrique &
= El Arabi

=> Up to km 6

From the Plaza del General Vifias in
Benalaurfa, head east along the streets
Iglesiaand Cruz, untilyou reach the fountain
ofLaCruz, onakind of balcony overlooking
the Algatocin Way below. After a sharp
bend in the road, once in the outskirts and
surrounded by Almond trees, Olive trees
and Prickly pears, you reach El Chorruelo
fountain. You then turn south-east along a
forest track, through ever more abundant
Chestnut trees.

Atkilometre 1.2, youcometothe Bailadero
area, alevelled offarea for traditional festivals
with outdoor gym equipment. From here,
the PR A-238 breaks off to the right in the
direction of Algatocin, which canbe seen to
thesouth-west. ThePRA-291then continues
onfromthereto Jubrique, offtotheleft. Away
to the east are the whitewashed houses of
Alpandeire and Farajdn, settled between
the mountains and forested uplands. The
route then makes a steep descent through
a sun-blushed Cork oak forest with some
Holm and Gall oaks. Pine trees become more
plentiful once you leave the track (km 2.3),

B¥ 2 The walkway of La Estaca

plains above the
clean waters

to take a very steep track off to the right.

At the 3-kilometre mark, a not so steep
footpath goes off to the left to the Almenta
mill, while the Great Path continues downhill
until it reaches a country track, at a long
bend. EI Arabi is a junction of tracks where
you take the path to the north-west. This
makes another sharp turn when it crosses
the Benajamuz stream.

The route continues through the consi-
derable Cork oaks of the public uplands of
Fl Coto andVega del Rio, until it reaches the
MA-8305 road. This offers some excellent
views to the north-east, over the Picado
waterholeandthelongstraightstretch ofthe
Genal past the Enmedio mill. The footpath
now crosses the road twice, descends a
steep-sided mound and reaches an old
sawmill. Use the tarmac when crossing the
bridge of San Juan overthe Genal (km 5.7).

- Thewalkways of the River Genal

= Up to km 9.5

Take the campsite track to go round the
back ofthe San Juan Inn, before turning off
onto a path that goes past the pretty mill
of EI Alamo. The route then follows the
Genal, withWillows and Poplars on display.
The next river you cross is the Monardilla,
with plenty of European hackberry trees,
Tamarisks and Oleanders. It climbs a little
alongside the stream until it reaches the
promenade-ike ElVentorrillo, whereit turns
towards a deep oxbow lake. Few places on
the Great Path have such a variety of trees
and shrubs as here.

The uneven footpath then goesalong the
riverside, surrounded by dense woodland.
After a narrow and winding footpath, you

reach the track of the Juan Ruiz farm. There »
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are some steps fora now non-existent bridge
before reaching the Genal tightestbend where
the first walkways and steps are located (km
7.2), opposite the fertile plains of La Estacd.

After a water intake with plenty of Bear’s
breeches, you crossthe Hondostream, and come
onto the extensive plains of Los Cuarterones,
with only a few properties. The route follows
the old irrigation channel, which is equipped
withsafety cables. Go overthe Perejilas stream
and up a steep slope to reach the much more
open landscape of the Los Tejarejos plains. At
the next walkway you come to, you climb
some steps before going back down to the
level of a disused irrigation ditch. Thisis on a
fairly open area on the flood plains, called Los
Duros with large Poplar trees, once through a
gateway. There are large reed beds that lead
on to the last walkway and steps, called Los
Limones (km 9.2). This leads on to a ruined
weir, before passing between a Poplar planta-
tion, the river and some high slate cliffs. After
going through another small gate, there is an
optional diversion down a small track to the
Escribana water hole (around km 9.5), an
important meeting point of paths and tracks
and recreational area.

@ The Shaded Route

=>To the end of the stage

Instead of this, the Great Path takes on a
stunning climb up the Cordel de la Umbria (the

- (Chestnutsjust beginning
to open up

Shaded Line) to the River Genal. The footpath
was created by cutting into the slate, reaching
above head height, particularly at the steepest
part when it crosses the track to Los Duros.

Heading east and under a mixed forest of
Cork oak, Gall oak and Pine trees, you pass a
track that climbs to the left, to the Genalguacil
road. The path continues to climb steeply until
itreachesasmall building and begins toflatten
out little by little. The landscape opens out
and there are numerous lookout spots over
the Genal valley.

From a flat area with large Cork oaks, the
sharp peaks of the Natural Park of the Sierra
Bermeja come into view, while Genalguacil
gets ever closer. To the south you can see the
Sierra Crestellinaand on a clear day, the Strait
of Gibraltar. Benarrabd is on the other side of
the valley, to the west.

The path runs between small fields and
one last climb takes you past the Camino
de los Limones on your right, over sections
of traditional path and the access lanes to
the properties. After the sports facilities of
Genalguadil, you reach Las Cruces, where this
stage comes to an end ]



